
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 26, 2003 
 
 
TO:  Abbott Superintendents 
 
FROM: Dr. Ellen Frede, PhD, Assistant to the Commissioner 
  Office of Early Childhood Education 
 
SUBJECT: Requirements for Eligibility to Abbott Preschools  

Toileting/Diapering in Abbott Preschool Programs. 
 
 
We continue to receive complaints regarding some Abbott district’s policy( insert specific 
language for your districts based on SPAN) of not accepting students unless they are “potty-
trained”.  As you know, the only requirements for accepting an Abbott preschool student, are that 
they are a resident of an Abbott district and age-eligible.  The district cannot mandate that 
preschool students be potty-trained in order to join the program.   
 
Three- and four-year-old Abbott children cannot be denied Abbott preschool programs due to the 
lack of ability to control bladder or bowel movements. There is no one “right” age for a child to 
successfully use the toilet.  Most three-year-olds are potty trained but many are not and many 
more three-year-olds will occasionally have toileting accidents.  This may be due to individual 
physiological, psychological, cultural or parenting differences.  The ability to use the toilet is not 
a requirement for admission to Abbott preschools.  Requirements for eligibility to an Abbott 
Preschool are age and district residency. 
 
Under state regulations, all Abbott preschool classrooms are to be equipped with an approved 
toileting area, which follows Personal Hygiene Requirements as outlined by the Department of 
Human Services, Manual of Requirements for Child Care Centers, (10:122-7.8).  Universal 
precautions, such as wearing latex gloves, should be used whenever caregivers come into contact 
with children’s blood or bodily fluids, such as when they are providing toileting services.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (609) 777-2074.  Thank you for your prompt 
attention to this matter. 
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